The Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo (UCFM), is the forerunner in the laboratory animal science (LAS) field in Sri Lanka. Here laboratory animals such as rats, frogs and rabbits were used in medical education to demonstrate physiological 
Colombo (UCFM), although there is no evidence to support the presence of a separate animal facility/house at that time at UCFM, which is the second oldest medical school in Australasia, established as the "Ceylon Medical School" in 1870. 2 Available records show that the first animal house in the country for teaching and experimental purposes was established at UCFM in 1969.
| ROLE OF LAB ANIMALS IN MED ICAL EDUCATION IN SRI LANKA
From the inception of the animal house until 1987, there was a special concern to demonstrate physiological concepts using hearts of amphibians, rats and rabbits, to medical students of UCFM. These
live demonstrations facilitated learning and understanding of the generation of action potentials in the cardiac muscle, the physiological effects of ions on cardiac muscle, the effects of changes in the autonomic nervous system on heart function in animals and thereby implications for the treatment of humans. Studies involved not only heart function but also the effects of the autonomic nervous system on intestinal movements using dissected out parts of intestines kept in intestinal jar baths. The instruments used during these physiology practical demonstrations can be seen by visitors to the physiology museum of UCFM. Although these animal-based teaching/learning methods could show physiological concepts and the relevance of animal studies to humans, the use of animals in medical education was abandoned in 1987 with the changes in the medical curriculum.
| ROLE OF LAB ANIMALS IN MICROBIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
The Animal House of UCFM housed frogs, rats and rabbits, and also ruminants for microbiological purposes. Blood collection from several sheep and goats were routinely performed for years to supply blood samples for the preparation of blood agar plates for microbiological investigations. However, since the early 1990s, space limitations with further developments on the UCFM campus have not supported housing these large animals.
| ROLE OF LAB ANIMALS IN RESE ARCH
According to the earliest available evidence, the late Professor K.
N. Seneviratne, a neurophysiologist (1969 Seneviratne, a neurophysiologist ( -1981 , used rat models for his research work. He was working with the isolated sciatic nerves of healthy and alloxan-diabetic rats in order to determine permeability of blood-nerve barriers in diabetes and to understand why diabetic patients develop nerve damage. antibody production studies.
| TH E R EVIVAL OF LABORATORY ANIMAL SCIENCE IN SRI LANKA, LEADIN G TO THE DEVELOPMEN T OF E TH ICAL GUID ELINES FOR TH E USE OF ANIMALS IN RESE ARCH
Unethical surgeries performed on 3 dogs, leading to their deaths in 2006, 6 were the beginning of the second phase of LAS in the country. The lack of ethical guidelines to follow when conducting research using animals came to light following this incident. As the only Ethics Review Committee (ERC) that had international recognition at that time, the ERC of UCFM was tasked with developing a comprehensive set of guidelines for the use of animals in research.
At the workshop conducted in UCFM in 2008, involving stakeholders representing all parts of the country, the draft guidelines were discussed and later fine-tuned at several subsequent meetings and published in 2009. 7 This is the one and only set of comprehensive guidelines available in the country and is followed by researchers engaged in animal-based research at all Sri Lankan universities and institutions. 
| DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE ON ETH ICS IN LAS

| CONCLUSION
The increasing trend since 2009 for the development of research and education in the LAS discipline in Sri Lanka, with an emphasis on the "replacement" concept of the 3Rs principle, is a commendable achievement. Almost all these achievements were supported by UCFM, as the forerunner of LAS in Sri Lanka.
